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v "X*ve groan tired and sleepy so I say not have been as sensitive as I’d have liked 
in reading this Gale memo. X dozed off ones or twice while reading it. However, X have 
sons suggestions. 


One is that when you are again in. correspondence with the FBI over the Gale memos 
you ask for all copies of all the memos fro®, all files. This one is not from any JFK or 
VC file and no duplication in any of this is indicated. This is 67-7SS Serial 3050. The 
67 code is "personnel matte s— Bureau applicants.” 

From the slugging it should also have been at least in /// 105-G2555. There is an 
illegible note in the left margin indicating something 8-24-64. There is also a date 
11-12-7? (cfeuld be a 3). 


While initial distribution was quite wide other names were added. X have not seen 
many referred to Bvans, who was a liaison man, then staying in touch with Bobby. 

Hoover’s final note, on his personal routing slip, it not dated by Mm. However, 
J.B. acted a note dated 4/7/64. The personal note that “cover quotes directly does not 
appear on any of these pages. It cannot have bson between the lines on page 5, most of 
which is ibliteratsd. Howsver, it could have bean on the personal statements said to be 
attached and not attached. 

Although there ia a stamp saying it is exempt under tte General ^classification 
Schedule it is apparent that rathe than seating the criteria for "indefinite” exemption 
from dsclas si f iaitlon it did not in fact meet the standards for withholding at all. 

( X hope you can keep a record of such things because it can be very helpful in 
litigation.As a result of a seating X had todays X may be trying to help Snepp, who 
sight derive some benefit from this practise, even if not by CM in this case.) 


©ne of the obliterated names say be Fain’s. 

It say be that all signatories, ©specially -ten they know JHE’s attitude, really 
felt there had been "derolcitions . ” Hoover also may have. But I have seen enough of the 
impossible in Hoover’s notes of this kind to suggest that you keep an open mind on 
another possibility! window dressing, creation of self-serving records. 

It strikes me that easy too many agents and higher FBI people made the same mistake. 
X just don't think that all would have been guilty of the same "traansgressian." The 
all know the first FBI rule is "cover the ass.” 


% this time there had been the flap over Surry and Revill'g statements and some 
criticism of the FBI, too. By t. is time I'd submitted a lead and summary on a proposed 
magazine piece, "Le>.- “arvey Oswald Could not have been personas non grata to the FBI.” 
So covering of ass could have had a number of different inspirations. 


• fc ou regard the dale isonos as sigarxicasic a*. 

So X ’ll make a oogy for duplicate filings under 


t . .ay -say weir O-- «sor on.- •» ny . 

““ale deaos." A his will sake it easier 


to communicate and retrieve. 

Beginning with this batch I’ll also eekp all copies I get from you as X get them, by 
data with larger batches and by dates with smaller ones that will fit in a single folder 
and not take long to find. 


You say “ardner is interested. I'll try to phone him in the a.a. 
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United states GoVxIrnment 

Memorandum 


MR. T)LSON 

J. H. GALeQJ^x 

^ OJ . 


Secret’ 


December 10, 1933 


SUBJECT: A ■ .LEE HARVEY^pSiVAIJJ fct- ft , 1 ' 

l ^\,v ' INTEEMAL SECfflUTT^K - O rfloOvM t= 

kYv ' JJjLU^-r , A» - fa.’0d,aa »u.M i£Mvfr\, <5 

_ Director instructed that complete analysis be made of anyrnyestig^tive 
deficiencies in Oswald case and analysis made concerning any necessary changes 
in our procedures re handling cases of this type — analysis re procedure /changes l 
and dissemination policies handled separately. " W\l I 1 


£5 

O' a // -£ 


^Tolo. Rooie . 

Holodc 

Goody 


OSWALD 


Classified by 1/ L 1 ^ 

Y - R Exfcinp; from CDS, Category _£ 
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4 RESULTS^Of^INDINGS RE INVESTIGATIVE DEFICIENCIES: 


j ^It is definitely felt subject Oswald should have beep on the Security 

[ / IndSx^SI) tba sed on following facts: ..(This is based solely on information Ih our 
filp= t at tigne qf and prior to assassination and does’ not take into consideration 
information subsequently developed. ) (1) Subject's defection to Russia and statement 
tnat he never -would return to United States for any reason. (2) Stated he was -• 
Marxist and advised Department of State he would furnish Soviets any information 
he had acquired as Marine Aviation Electronics Expert. Also affirmed in writing 
allegiance to Soviet Union and said service in Marine Corps gave him chance to 
observe American imperialism. According to State Department Oswald displayed 

■ ^ of new "Sophomore’' Party liner at that time. (3) Upon returning td the United 

. States Oswald displayed cold, arrogant, general uncooperative attitude^n?; refused - 
^'to ’take Bureau Polygraph test to determine if he had cooperated with tl£S Soviets oi had 
^current intelligence assignment. (4) On 9/28/62 it was learned Os wald^yp subscribing 
to "'The Worker, " east coast Communist newspaper. (5) In April, 19S3,*4eai^rtdThe 
> had been in. contact with Fair Play for Cuba Committee, New York, and'pas^d out 
..^■pamphlets and had placard around neck reading "Hands Off Cuba - VivaafideD 

(6) Wrote letter June 10, 1963, to "The Worker" asking for literature spying he'was ■ 
forming Fair Play for Cuba Committee in New Orleans and he sent hohbrary ’ / 

> ^membership to "those fighters for peace” Mr. Gus Hall and Mr. Davis (Ben ■; ’ / : 
, \ Davis). (7) Arrested August 9, 1963, New Orleans, passing out Fair Play for ■ }■ / ' 
V Cuba pamphlets on street. Shortly thereafter interviewed on radio and -.shM ‘Russia • 

; had gone soft on Communism and Cuba only real revolutionary 1 country in world ' / 

■; today. (8) Contact with Soviet Embassy, Mexicq September and October, 1963. J-' 

" § tiurlfSL '} : 3 i - 

i. ’ _ Tieic rand a eat of Gov ernment employe es who h and led instant c asg 

1 I mainiaiq sul^ect_did npt_come wTEHIn SI critgxia. Inspector does not agree, believing 
. \j that Oswald/ can^e within. following category.- "Investigation has developed information ' 
; I that an in d i ^IHuaT' though not a~member pf or participa n t in thp activi t ies of 

■ : anarchist or i^vokitinHaxv-beliefs.and is Tikplv to seiza ./ 


B«*rc 





Memo for Mr, Tolson 
Re: Lee Harvey Oswald 


Hosty advised Dallas considered the most important aspect of this 
case the interview of Oswald’s wife and did not deem it advisable to interview 
her in March, 1963, because they developed information that Oswald drinking to 
excess and beat up wife on several occasions. Hosty stated that they allowed a 
60-dav "cooling-off period” and then couldn't locate Oswald or his wife until New 
"Orleans located them in New Orleans and advised Dallas on l ?/l7/6i. No instruc -ions 
given N^w ^Orlea n^to interview Mrs. Osw al^h^ ^ ^ ^ 

Hosto-aavised that after Oswald's return to Dallas was verified on 
11/1/63 no interviewwas conducted of Mrs. Oswald because Dallas awaiting 
information from New Orleans. . JBosty advised invest ig aUon^aMJi£SignedJto_ 
avoid having Oswald’s wife " gain the impressi on she was being harassed_or 
"hounBed because of her'lm migrant status in order that the interview when conducted 




is oector feels t 


acet of investigation mishandled. Mrs. 
een interviewed and Inspector feels best time 


UMianMjMi 



otherwise . _ , - {j <7 

Xr> 

O n H/l/63 Dallas determined from Mrs. Ruth Paine that Oswald 
working at the~Te~xns Schoo l BkdkDepository (place 1 r om~ wh i cITass ass maHSiT 
"sSolBIrecrByTJ s waldj". Mrs. Paine imaware of Oswald's residence but stated 
Oswald' s wife living with her. J5A ffc>sty states he made pre text tel ephone call to 
Oswald's place of employ ment and was told Oswald residing with Mrs. Paine . 
N^FecB'rdednin~nieT 6 n~ll 7 V^ 3 ^fe^ame~Teconta cted 3 oBkInible to furnish 
information as to Oswald’s residence address, but stated Oswald had visited 
his wife at Paine's house on ll/2 and 3/63. At this poinL DallasJield investigation^ 
fin abeyance and no further investigation made until assassination^ 


SA^posty explained that he held inveiigation in abeyance to be 
certain he was in possession of all information from New Orleans so he could 
possibly interview Mrs. Oswald and conduct further investigation. JHe_was^ 
orec-rg ^nf lO /R/fi3 that Qvald had been in contact with_ the_Spviet Embagsyjn 
Mexico City but felt because Oswald was e m ployed in nonstrategic positio n. ^ ^ 
where he would noThave acc ess to iff ormation i m p o r 
he^vasTustified in holding investi gation in abe yance InspectorJ^ij^ 
a^eeT~~N ew~fSrleans subrintfidl6-»page report 10/3l/63_a nJ_onlyJgads^ 
in New Orle ans weTeTto ascertain Oswald 7 s~wherea5ou te^ No indication New Orleans 
h^”anyTur ther data and New OrleansRUC'd case by form 11/19/63. Even if 
New Orleans had not reported all information in their possession,^ |>l l as s jy uid. 
have intensified investig ation in light of Oswald's contact Embassy 

^~noTheIdln\^stigation in~ abeyance. Supervisor «5^g«^^advised he 



Memo to Mr, Tolson 
Re: Lee Harvey Oswald 

Seem 

discussed above Investigative steps with Hostv and concurred with the maimer in 
which Handled, Both Ho sty and fp jf& pcii d not feel O swald made Security Index J 
criteria. ' ' * 



I 




Lead set out by Dallas in March 25, 1963, letter for Dallas to deter- 
mine present employment of Oswald and, thereafter, determine whether wife should 
be interviewed. This wa s not followed by Bu xeau for approximately five months 
until 8/21/63 when Da llas wa s asked_about thislea d after subject arrestnd in New 
-Qrj^m^ o^distributhig FaHHPlay for Cuba jg^jhl^sp ~geat oTGovernmenT Super - 
viso r ^Qf g^^^l ^i^ Fstates additional investigation not conducted untilsubject 
arreshed ior idlrTiay forTfaba a5tivxty~Inas much as he reiduweHlnve stigation ancP 
.ul^ u ? te;i that wa^55f en gagefin. activities inimic al to t he United States^ ' 

states did not feel inter view ofsubTec^Xw ife wa rr ant ed^andTHid^ot feel 
case should. be^ eopengl_ at a Bureau on 3725/63 merely to f ollowDallas re consideration 

advised he di d not feel su bject* s activiti es"p.awfi ^ 
withm purview of SI criteria.. ~~ ' 


It will also be no ted that jgto p placed against subject in Identification 
Division which was removed by^§Sp|#mon 10/9/63 after s ubject arre sted in 
New Orleans for Fair Play for ^ba Committee on 8/9/63. advised stop 

was placed in event subject returned from Russia under an assumedl^me and 

e inadve rtently not removed by him on 9/7/62 when case closed. Inspector feels 
agtS/fis error i n removing s t op on subj ect .in j dent on IO /a/6 3. particularly 
afte r arrest~on~B7~9Z^5 for Fair Pl ay for Cuba Committee activity_.in New Orleans.^ 

TX7 Q Trn -1 r~> J X. . TU ^ n -±.-L . * L _ I - i - ~ ' i T- ~ i 1 


e~mTss ed further arresti~w ithoul~stQp in Ident . Inspe"ctoFaIsoTeeIs 
\ \j ^^^M&Perred in noThav ing additional investigation conducted when subject 

' Having subjecFplaced on SL 


| | return e 


to United States andl 


i Instant case supervised at Seat of Government by Nationalities 

I Intelligence Section regarding Fair Play for Cuba aspects and the Espionage 
Section regarding defection asp ects and contact with So viet Embassy in Mexico. 
SeaLl3f-G£>M £.rmnent Supervisor^^^^ ^^^^^^^u pervised the Fair Pl av 
for Cuba aspects of this case from 8/ibuM i ^ failed to have O s wald , 

, put on the SI in sp ite of con siderable Fair Play _fp_E_jC uba activity coupled with sov iet 
defection backgroun d In explanation he claims he diclliot feel Oswald met criteria 
. for inclusion on SI. 


fjeoret 

i 
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Memo for Mr. Tolson 
Re: Lee Harvey Oswald 


> 



S_Afe^p^^P^han dled c ase iaifeHXteleans fromJ/lg/fijL J&L. 
report s ub mitted Bureaua ot advised un ti l report of 10/31/6 3_ 

that Oswald wrote to "The Worker” on Ju ne 10. 19511, requesting literature to 
assist him in establishing fhir Play for Cuba Committee i n New O rleans, and sent 
honorary membership cards for Ben Davis and Gus Hall. advispd that 

although investigative period extended from 7/23 through 10/1^5/83, continuous 
attention was afforded this case. 



SAC ^KlSNupervised case and shares responsibility for delay 
in advising Bureau; also failed to put on Security Index, saying they did not feel subjec 
met criteria. 


■< 
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Memo for Mr. Tolson 
Re: Lee Harvey Oswald 

OBSERVATIONS: 

As indicated above, there were a number of investigative and 
reporting delinquencies in the handling of the Oswald case. Oswald should have 
been on the Security In dex: his w if e should have be en interviewed before the ' 
assassinatj^ ^-andiazas& gation intensified - not held in~abeyance - aiter~Oswald 
contacted Soviet Embassy in Mexico. It was handled by two different Sections in the 
Domestic Intelligence. Division, i. e. . Nationalities Intelli ' ~ 


While Section Chiefs 


in the supervision of 


p igBBgW liHJj g ro J * 


so applied to Inspector 


I 


saionaae - 


. assigned Da llas since 

instant fil ar^ifo^ever. it is f 
training and indoctrinating subordinate t 




_ pyer-all resp o nsibility for 
ersonnel and should be censured. 


Concerning the administrative action recommended hereinafter, there 
is the possibility that the Presidential Commission investigating instant matter 
will subpoena the investigating Agents. If this occurs, the possibility then exists 
that the Agents may be questioned concerning whether administrative action had been 
taken against them. However, it is felt these possibilities are sufficiently remote 
that the recommended action should go forward at this time. It appears unlikely at 
this) time that the Commissionls subpoenas woidd jy -d own to the Agent level. 

RECOM MEN^ ATIONS : 

f James P^jRosty, Jr. (Veteran), Dallas - Censure and probation 
for inadequate investigation including earlier interview of Oswald's wife, delayed 
reporting, failure to put subject on Security Index, and for holding invent igation in 
abeyance after being in receipt of information that subject had been in contact with 
Soviet Emba ssy, Mexico City. If approved, to be handled by the Administrative 
Division. 






( 


(' 


Memo for Mr. Tolson 
Re: Dee Harvey Oswald 


2. Field Supervisor (f ^fe^^l^^^^ tNonveterap), Dallas - 
Censure aid probation for failing to insux^“Oiat case, more fully investigated and 
reported, for not placing subject on the Security Index and for concurring in 
decision to hold investigation in abeyance. If approved, to be handled by the 
Administrative Division. 


°3. 




x . eteran), Dallas - Censure for failing 
to have Oswald case reopened after Dallas informed that he subscribed to "The 
Worker, " east coast Communist newspaper, 9/28/ 62. If approved, to be handled 
by the Administrative Division. 











Veteran), New York - Censure for 
failing to promptly di s s e mih ateTa ir ^Play for Cuba information to Dallas concerning 
subject Oswald. If approved, to be handled by the Administrative Division. 


VI 





#• 



5. Veteran! . New York - Censure for failure to 

insure that Fair Play for Cuba information concerning Oswald more promptly 
disseminated to Dallas. If approved, to be handled by the Administrative Division. 

Q? 




nj » s 
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Memorandum for Mr. Tolson 
Re: Lee Harvey Oswald 


g 

reporting and failure to pit on £ 
Administrative Division. 


on veteran), New Orleans - Censure for delayed 
iirity Index. If approved, to be handled by the 




' Ai/U 


| 7. SACs and (both Nonveteran) 

W|»Sin San Francisco-1^?#' ' lnfiallas) - Censurd for over-all responsibility 
in this; matter. If approved, Administrative Division to h a n dle. 






8. SAC ^^^^^^l^^^w Nonveteraa) . New Orleans - Censure 
for fa:iling to insure that there was no delay in reporting this matter and for 
failing; to put subject on the Security Index. 


VaV 


m 


°9. Seat of Government Supervisor Veteran) - 

Censure and probation for failing to instruct the field to conSuct^^ground' 
investigation concerning Oswald, upon Oswald’s return from Russia; failing to have 
Oswald's wife interviewed; also for removing stop on Oswald in Ident on 10/ ^63; 
failing to put Oswald on Security Index and for not reopening Bureau file to 
follow on Dallas after Dallas sent out letter on 3/25/63 to consider interview of 
Oswald's wife. If approved, to be handed by the Administrative Division. 


olftj. 

c/ 






Memo lot Mr. Tolson 
He:' Lee Harvey Oswald 


^^^nveteran) - 
iMSSi failing to 


W I0. Seat of Government Super visorg^^: ^pnveteranj - 
Censure and probation for filing to take action failing to 

completely review file until after assassination; failing to instruct field to press 
more vigorously after subject made contact with Soviet Embassy, Mexico, and 
failure to have subject placed on Security Index. If approved, to be handled by the 
. Administrative Division. 


W 




#' 


0 11. Seat of Government Supervisor SSISSilVetera*) - 
Censure for failing to place Oswald on Security Index, inj spite of considerable Fair 
Play for Cuba Committee activity coupled with previous Soviet defection background. 


Oi 





*12. Seat of Government Supervisor B^^SS^Veteran) - 
Censure for delay in handling incoming 10/18/63 cablegram from Mexico City and 
for not putting subject on Security Index. v 


d 

*§4 


13 Section 

Inspector and ^ Nonveterans) - 

Censure forove^^ responsibility in this matter M<7. j^ou^r- 

\ / - 9 - SEE ADDENDUM ON PAGE 11 
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Memo for Mr. Tolson 
Ee: Lee Harvey Oswald 

With respect to the individuals listed above who are veterans, 
they have had more than a year of Bureau service. Accordingly, they should 
be entitled to 30 days' written notice in the event they should be involuntarily separated, 
reduced in grade or salary or suspended for more than 30 days, they wocud also 
have a right of appeal to the Civil Service Commission for any of these actions. 


« 




ll'aLs'^tarLem^^t so nne 1 i nvolved who are assigned 


to the Dallas Office. In addition, copies of explanations of jg|§|||gf and gg||^e 
attached. A , 1 




PER SONN E L BRIEFS OF HOSTY, 






> ATTACHED 
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Memorandum Mr. Gale to Mr. Tolson 
Re: LEE HARVEY OSWALD 
INTERNAL SECURITY - R 


ADDENDUM: 


C. D. DeLoach:hif 12/10/63 


recommend that the suggested disciplinary action be held in abeyance 
until the findings of the Presidential Commission have been made public. This 
action is recommended inasmuch as any "leak" to the general public, or particularly 
to the communications media, concerning the FBI taking disciplinary action against 
its personnel with respect to captioned matter would be assumed as a direct admis- 
sion that we are responsible for negligence which might have resulted in the 
assassination of the President. At the present time there -are so many wild rumors, 
gossip, and speculation that even the slightest hint to outsiders concerning disciplinary 
action of this nature would result in considerable adverse reaction against the FBL 
I do not believe that any of our personnel will be subpoenaed. Chief Justice Warren 
has indicated he plans to issue no subpoenaes. There is, however, the possibility 
\ that the public will learn of disciplinary action being taken against our personnel 
j and, therefore, start a bad, unjustifiable reaction. 




rj>° 


ADDENDUM (AHB: csh) , 12/10/63 : 

It' is significant to note that all of the supervisors an d 
officials who came into contact with this case at the s eat "o f goverq.- 
menh, L __as ' weri~as~~a^ e hT§~~in the ileTd, are unani mou s in t h e__ o p i'n ion that. 
Oswald did not me et the cr iteria for the Se curity~Xnd~ex-*; . If this is 
so, it would appehr~t~hctf the criteria are not sufficiently specific to 
include a case such as Oswald’s and, rather than take the position that 
all of these employees were mis taken in the ir judgment the criteria * 
sHouJr5~5e dhangdai — Thi s las) no w been recommended by Assistant Director 
Gale.. ~~7 . _ . " : 1 ' 









